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DECLAR AT.1 ON 


OF THE 


PARLIAMENT 


OF THE 


Commonwealth of ENGLAND. 


late Parlkfament, in an extrao2df- 
nary maner publiquely ſummon⸗ 
Ned, and required to take upon Us 
—# the Supztam Government of 

ww = England, Scotland an reland, and 
the Domintons and Territozies thereunto be- 
longing, Upon mature deliberation, We have 
judged it meet and requiſite, fo2 the p:eſent 
Peace. and Safety of theſe Natcons, to un- 


0 eat and ye 
oꝛder thereunto J we do 'Declare 
_ be The 5 ritamer * e 


1 Nad aith of England, In which We are 


veryſenlibl of a — weight lying on Us, 
an 


\f 7h 4 


# 7 ” oe 

and a great Truſt repoſed in Us: And al⸗ 
though We are compaſſed about with much 
weakneſs and humane Frailty, pet in Inte⸗ 

ity (We hope) We may truly ſpeak betoꝛe the 

02d. We do earneſtly deſire, and with His al⸗ 
ſiſtance ſhall endeavoꝛ to demean Our ſelves 
in all things, as becometh thoſe who are ſet by 
God fo2 the good ok all: And in all, to bz as 
render of the Lives] hates Liberties, juſt 
Rights and Pꝛoperties of all others, as We 
are of Our ſeives and Our Poſtertties, whom 
We expect till to be governed by Succeſſive 
Parltaments, 

And althongh We are very tender of pꝛel⸗ 
ſing Covenanrs oꝛ Engagements, yet We ex⸗ 
pett and believe, That all peaceful and good 
People of this Commonwealth, will in, all 
things depoꝛt themſelves ſuitable to that Pꝛo⸗ 
tection, which they do oꝛ may expect from Us: 
And in this (We hope) welt grounded confi- 
dence, e thus ſpeak to all the Lo2ds People, 
both in This and the Meighboꝛ Nations. 

We ſhould much condemn our \:1ves of very 
great Uinthankfulneſs to God, ik We ſhonid 
not always remember, and upon all occaſtons 
make mention of His loving kindneſs to theſe 
Nations in the day of their trouble; In which 
the Lozd hath already wꝛought ſo many great 
things, as have exceeded, not onely Our Er- 
pꝛeſſions, but Our Hopes and Expectations : 
We are alſo very ſenſible how much, under 
God, We owe to thoſe, who during the late 
Troubles have in any capacity wꝛougbt with 
the Toꝛd, and been faithful with His People, in 
beginning and carrying on thoſe great Wozks, 
which Have ſo much filled all Our Enemies 
with Amazement, and Our Friends with Ad- 
miration. 
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Pet Me cannot but acknowledge, That we 
are not pet at reſi, noz :can believe we have 
yet enjoyed oz ſeen e < accompliſh the 
ends of God, oz ſatisfie the thoughts of Men 
fo: that vaſt expence of Blood and Treaſure, 
which could not have been endured with any 
patience; but in hope, That at length thoſe 
bitter pangs and thzows wauld make ſome 
way foz that long expected Birth of Peace, 
Freedom and 1 7 both to the Souls 
and Bodies of the Lo ople : And al- 
though We do not ſee. it fully bzought forth, 
yet We do not dfſpatr hut in Gods due time it 
(hall be ſo; and that the dark black Clouds of 
the Night (hall flie befoze the bztght moꝛning 
Star, and the hakings of Heaven and Earth 
make way fo? the deſire of all Nations: Nay, 
there are many things which make Us hope 
the time is near at hand; fo; We ſee the Clouds 
begin to ſcatter, and the dark Shadows fie 
away; (ſtreams of Light appear, and the Day 
is ſurely dawned. 

Neither are We Wholly alone in theſe Hopes, 
foz if ne be not very much decetved; many. it 
not all the People of God in all the woꝛid, are 
in a moze then uſtal expectation of ſome great 
and ſtrange. Changes coming on the Wozid, 
which We believe can hardly be paralell d with 
any times, but thoſe a while befo:ze the Birth 
of our Lozd and Savioz Jeſus Chziſt. . And 
the Nations in the es Sendet ett ae 

e Nations int ce except the 
Jews themſelves) can aſfoꝛd ſuch a Series: of 
Divine Pzovidence, oz moze clear Impꝛeſſions 
of the Goings fozth and Actings of; G 
any People, then hath been in theſe ＋ 
And e are very coukdeut, That thoſe. who 
were Dur Enemies My yes beleve it * an 
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Ningbo neben een ap an 
yp Han n lifted up and 
ſeen ſo eminent and Wonderful: Be ſilent chen 
all fleſh before the Lord, for He is raiſed up out of His 
holy Habitatjen, Zech. 2. iz. 

And as We belteve the TLoꝛd hath never yet 
ſtept back, oz Wtthdzawn Hts mighty Arm 
after de had gone ſo far, and done ſo much, and 
had made Hts People willing and deſirous ſtili 
to kollow im; ſo We alfo hope His great and 
free goodneſs wi not fozlake His People here. 
oꝛ ſuffer them to koꝛſatze Him, 02 to deal falſly 
with Him tn His Cale, tf he hath accompltſh- 
ed his great Wozks, and b2onght about His 
great nds, Whoſe Gifts and Callings are 
without Repentance. s the Toꝛds hand 
choztned that He cannot lave⸗ Is He a man 
that He chould turn, repent, wichdꝛaw, oz look 
back 2 Shall Me bing to the birth, and ſhall 
He not giveſtrength enough to bing fo:th? He 
is the lame S odzand changeth not. And if This 
be of God, it ſhall ſtand, and let every one take 
jeed of fighting again God this is all wer lay, 

f it be from'God, let Bim pꝛeſper and file(s 
it; but (f ne tEfall.thoughwef a Delt 
deed We ſtand up in our tren 
o2 ildom, Piety v2 der (t Jat 190 4 not 
Luft, Ambition, Pꝛide oz Avarice) the Loꝛd 
— will judge and finde it ont ; Te we 
hope Himſelf hath in ſome meaſure taught Us 
His Goodneſs A Our Evil; his Strength 
and Wiſdom, dut Our weakneſs and Fooltſh- 
neſs; Do that when We look upon Pur ſelves 
We N N akraid, and tremble at the mighty 
wozk E heavy weight bekozeUs whichwe juſtiy 
acknowledge far above, and 1 beyond Our 

t a Wend o potze; - We oft 
and {ap with ade & O Lerd, We 
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know not white do, but Our cyes afe towards thee. 
we are alſo in ſome meaſure ſenübie hom 
much it behoveth Us to humble Our fouls of- 
ten befoze the Loꝛd, and to ſeck His fate, in 
whom alone is all Our Strength, and from 
whom alone muſt aul Our help pꝛoceed: And 
although We deſire to be frequent in this Dur 
— Le nn have already 3 ome 
002 meaſure) yet Me do loexcec 75 alue p 
fervent Prayers of enen t ears 
ntreat 


nellſy der them all in their Ap- 


pꝛoaches to the Thꝛone dot Gzace , to be very 


mindful of Us, and the weighty work befoze 
Us. And although we acknowledge ſolemn 
times of Faſting and P2ayer to be Oꝛdinantes 
of great uſe and advantage in pubjique-e2 p2t- 
vate, yet We delire to be fo exceediag tender, 
left not mayHaply mnfnare any, o2 difturb them 
Star own gecafions oz wozthep of God, that 
dd not pzeferibe 02 limit ont the puntea⸗ 
Days 02-Limes we WomTYave et apart fo: 
great work We defire of them. 
But as noW(ko2 the ſhoꝛt time of thts pꝛeſent 
Parliament) met are ſet apart from Our own 
Dccafions foꝛz the woꝛk of God and his Peo- 
ple; ſo Me again moſt earneſtly deſire of Them 
(foz whom we defire to lay ont Our ſeibes) 
that They alſo would be very fatthful to God 
and Us; And as the Lozd ſhall give them 
freedom, would give up themfelves to folemn 
and moſt ſerious earneſt Pꝛapers and Supplt- 
cations to the God ok all Our ſtrength and 


beten; Chat He would pleaſe in much good- 
neſs moꝛe and moꝛe to mate and keep Us little 
in Our own eyts, and ot ſuch mee and hum 


ble ſpirits that he may delight toconverſe with 
Us, and to teach us, to be pet moꝛe really ſelf- 
den ping, and lefs confident of Our ſeives,moze 
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dependant upon God, c moe reagning all We 
are and all We have to Hts holy pleaſure, That 
He pleaſe to ſhew Us moꝛe of his own will and 
Dur way ; aud that He will make Us faithful 
and couragious under Him in all that He ſhall 
teach Us fo2 His will and way; And that He 
would ſo unite all Dur hearts to Himſelf, that 
in the power and [pirit of His Son Jeſus we 
map be all one among Our ſelves, and with all 
the people of God, Who are Pembers of the 
Body of Chꝛiſt, and fromthe ſame Head are all 
acted by the ſame Sptrit,notwithſtanoing any 
diſtance, difference oꝛ ſeeming dilfg2mity, 
That in all We may be fitted and uſed as In- 
ſtruments in the hand of God, foꝛ moze full 
and clear revealing of the Lozd Jeſus, and 
foz the right pꝛomulgation of His bleſſed Go- 
ſpel, and foz the true intereſt of His Kingdom, 
and advance thereof in the heares of men, by 
real true Goodnels, n Peace and 
bat al —— 


oy in the Holy Ghoſt ; | 0 

okes may be bzoken, and all Burthens remo- 
ved, and the lotus alſo of the Pooz and needy 
may be filled with bleſsing, 

And however it ſhall pleaſe the Lozd to do by 
Us, o to deal with Us, if He (hall ſay He hath 
no pleaſure in Us, we aremoſt unWozthy, Here 
We are, let Him de-what is good in His own eyes; foz 
He is Holy in all His ways, Ft — 7 in all 
His works: yet we humbly defire that Our 
ſelves, and all the people of God may be ſtill 
faithful and fervent with Him, Wpebitng in 
P2ayers and Supplicatious, till He ſhall full 
raiſe up His own Tabernacle, and build His 
Temple with His own Spirit, which He hath 
pꝛomiſed to pour upon all fleſh, and raiſe up 
Governozs after His own heart, and Teach- 
ers after His own will, ta make —_ 

eace, 
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Peace, and Diicers 9 That He 
may overcome the cvi1 of the woꝛld with His 
Goodneſs , and fil the Whole earth with his 
Glozy, that His will may be done on Earthas 
now in Heaven; That Righteonſncſs may 
ſpꝛing out of the Earth. ee here; 
Righreonſneſs and Peace may k'fsearh other: 
And that all His People may have one lip, one 
heart, one conſent; aud one ſhoulder to bow 
down and wozſhip Him; That the en vy of ſuga 
and Ephr:im map be taken away, and that ihty 
may be one in the ſame Fold with one Shep⸗ 
herd; that ail Wars may ceaſe to che ends of 
the earth, and that all Nations may turn their 
Swords and Spears into Plough-ſhares and 
Pꝛuning⸗hooks; thac the Wolf may feed with 
the Lamb. and the Earth be full of the Know. 
ledge of God as waters cover the Sea; That 
upon every Þauſe oꝛ Aſſembly may be a Cloud 
by day, and a Stltar of Ftre by night. as ts pꝛo⸗ 
miſed, and was ok old upon the Tabernacle ; 
That every one may be Holy ; and the Pots, 
nay the Bells upon the Hozſes, may be Holt- 
neſs to the Lo2d, | 

And that in Peace and Jop We may all 
watt, expect and long foz His gloztous coming, 
who is King of kings, and Lo2d of lozds, 
Our Hope and Righteouſneſs; who is (till to 
ride on p20o{peroufly, conquering and to con- 
quer, till He hath ſubdued all his Enemies, and 
at length come to deliver up the Kingdom to 
* 1 „ that God may reign, and be Ai 
n All. 


Tueſday the Twelfth of July, 1653. 


90 by the Parliament, That this Declaration be forth- 
with Printed and Publiſhed. 


Hen: Scebell, Cleric. Parliaments. 


74%, Printed by Jobs Field, 1653. 


Tweſday the Twelfth of Iuly, 1653. 


Ordered by the Parliament, 
Hat this Declaration be ſent tc the She- 


tiffs of the ſeveral Counties, who are 
enjoyned to diſperſe the ſame. 


Hen: Scobell, Clerk of the 


Parliament. 


